Role of bronchoscopy in AIDS.
The differential diagnosis of pulmonary disorders in the HIV-infected individual is broad. Clinical features and chest radiographs may point towards a diagnosis but cannot reliably establish one. It is important to know the conditions in which bronchoscopy, BAL, and TBB are likely to be diagnostic, just as it is to know when other invasive or noninvasive procedures may be more useful. Finally, the incidence of transmission of infections such as tuberculosis during bronchoscopy and cross-contamination of patients with an improperly sterilized bronchoscope, cannot be overemphasized.